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8 June 2017  

 
UK to host largest gathering of Australian women winemakers and winery principals  
 
Over 50 female winemakers and winery principals will be flying in from Australia to be part of Wine Australia’s 
Women in Wine event in London this September.  
 
Wine Australia has teamed up with the Australian Women in Wine Awards (AWIWA) to host the 2017 awards 
in London - the first time that the winners will be announced outside of Australia. As part of the event, Wine 
Australia will be running tastings for trade and consumers on 26 September. 
 
The awards recognise and celebrate leading women in wine while the tastings will highlight the quality and 
diversity of Australian wine made by female winemakers and wineries owned by women.   
 
This unique event - the first of its kind - gives the UK trade, press and consumers the opportunity to meet 
Australia’s most prominent women in wine, taste their wines and hear their stories. It will be the largest 
gathering of Australian women winemakers and winery principals outside Australia.  
 
Over 50 Australian women winemakers and winery principals will be attending, including Prue Henschke 
(Henschke), Virginia Willcock (Vasse Felix), Louisa Rose (Yalumba), Sandra de Pury (Yeringberg), Christie 
Schulz (Turkey Flat), Corrina Wright (Oliver's Taranga), Samantha Connew (Stargazer), Stephanie Toole 
(Mount Horrocks) and Rebekah Richardson (Irvine Wines). 
 
Winners of the Australian Women in Wine Awards 2017 will be announced in the morning of 26 September 
and live-streamed to Australia. The award categories are: 
 

 Winemaker of the Year    – sponsored by WineArk  

 Viticulturist of the Year    – sponsored by Wine Australia  

 Owner / Operator of the Year   – sponsored by JancisRobinson.com 

 Workplace Champion of Change  – sponsored by Winemakers’ Federation of Australia 

 Cellar Door Person of the Year   – sponsored by Platinum Bags 

 Researcher of the Year 

 Marketer of the Year (NEW)   – sponsored by Brown Brothers   

 Woman of Inspiration (NEW)  – sponsored by Irvine Wines 
 
Alongside the eight AWIWA awards, Wine Australia is introducing a one-off award for Honorary Australian 
Woman in Wine for 2017, which will be presented to a woman in the UK trade who has made a significant 
contribution to Australian wine. 
 
Jane Thomson, Founder of the Australian Women in Wine Awards, said: 
 
“We’re thrilled with the exciting direction the awards are taking this year. These are the world’s only wine 
awards for women. And with the world’s attention now on us, and an opportunity to shine on the global stage 
in London, we can share the stories and achievements of these women with an even bigger audience.”  
 
Laura Jewell MW, Wine Australia Head of Market EMEA, said:   
 
“We’ve teamed up with the AWIWA to recognise and celebrate women who have made an outstanding 
contribution to Australian wine. We hope that by sharing their success, this inspires the next generation of 
women to join the wine trade.”  
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For media enquiries please contact: 

Emma Baumann  
PR and Communications Manager, Wine Australia 
Phone: +44 (0)207 438 4669   Mobile: +44 (0)759 083 4514 
Email: emma.baumann@wineaustralia.com  
 
 
 
About Wine Australia 
 
Wine Australia supports a competitive wine sector by investing in research, development and extension 
(RD&E), growing domestic and international markets and protecting the reputation of Australian wine. 
 
Wine Australia is funded by grape growers and winemakers through levies and user-pays charges and the 
Australian Government, which provides matching funding for RD&E investments. 
 
Wine Australia is the trading name of the Australian Grape and Wine Authority, a Commonwealth statutory 
authority established under the Australian Grape and Wine Authority Act 2013. 
 
Twitter:   @Wine_Australia    
Facebook:  WineAustralia     
Instagram:  @WineAustralia 
Website:  www.wineaustralia.com 
 
 
 
About the Australian Women in Wine Awards (AWIWA) 
 
The Australian Women in Wine Awards – which are owned and 
operated by The Fabulous Ladies’ Wine Society - work to 
celebrate and reward the work of women in the Australian wine 
community, and community leaders who champion equality and 
fairness for all sexes in the workplace.  
 
The AWIWA, set up in 2015, are the world’s only awards 
programme for women in wine. 
 
Previous winners include Prue Henschke (Viticulturist of the Year, 2016), Rose Kentish, Ulithorne 
(Winemaker of the Year, 2015) and Iain Riggs, Brokenwood (Workplace Champion of Change, 2016).  
 
The Awards’ Gold Partners for 2017 are Fowles Wine, Wine Business Magazine, Pernod-Ricard Winemakers 
and Tonnelliere Saint Martin. 
 
Entries are now open on http://womeninwineawards.com.au 
 
 
About the Women in Wine event 
 
The event will take place on Tuesday 26 September in the prestigious surroundings of Australia House on 
The Strand in London. The programme will comprise: 
 

•           Announcement of the 2017 Australian Women in Wine Award winners 
•           Trade tasting with female winemakers and winery principals  
•           Evening consumer tasting  

 
More details and invitations to follow. 
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