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USA Market Entry Program open for applications  

 

Wine Australia’s USA Market Entry Program is now taking applications for the upcoming 2020 

program. The program, which accepts 15 wineries each year, provides valuable in-market support to 

wineries interested in entering, re-entering or expanding their presence in the USA – the largest 

market for wine consumers in the world.  

 

Wine Australia has designed the program to adapt to any COVID-19 travel restrictions that may be 

in place over the next twelve months. We can effectively manage the program remotely and will 

arrange alternative ways to engage trade if necessary.  

 

Australian wine exports to the USA up to the year ending March 2020 continued to reflect an 

increase in premium wine exports, with wines priced in the +A$10 per litre free on board category 

increasing by 16 per cent in volume and 10 per cent in value.  

 

Wine Australia Chief Executive Officer Andreas Clark said, ‘I’d encourage all exporters to consider 

participation in this program if it suits their strategy. The USA is the world’s most valuable wine 

market and a key focus of Wine Australia’s activities.’ 

 

The USA is seen as one of the most complex wine markets due to its three-tier distribution system 

and the plethora of state laws. Wine Australia works closely with wineries in the Market Entry 

Program to eliminate confusion and help find each winery a successful route to market. Members of 

the program receive market knowledge, strategic guidance and introductions to importers, 

distributors, key customers and media.  

 

The program has achieved numerous positive outcomes for its participants and this year, the South 

Australian Government, through the Department for Trade and Investment, has committed to 

support up to eight South Australian wineries to participate in the USA Market Entry Program by 

funding 50 per cent of the participation fee. Eligibility for South Australian wineries can be viewed 

here. 

 

Minister for Trade and Investment, David Ridgway, says the South Australian Government continues 

to stand shoulder to shoulder with our local exporters who have faced COVID-19 worldwide 

restrictions, as well as devastating drought and bushfires.  

 

“At a time when international travel isn’t possible, it’s important for wineries to be able to access 

overseas markets and to have an understanding of the current situation within those particular 

markets,” Minister Ridgway said.  

 

“By partnering with Wine Australia on their USA Market Entry Program, we can provide South 

Australian wineries with the opportunity to get a greater understanding of the complexities of the 

American wine market. 

 

“This will ensure they will have the in-market knowledge to hit the ground running when borders 

reopen.” 

 

The Market Entry Program will run from 1 July 2020–30 June 2021 and the cost is $12,500 (ex 

GST). For more information and to register, visit the Wine Australia website. 

https://www.wineaustralia.com/whats-happening/events/sa-winery-registration-us-mep
https://www.wineaustralia.com/whats-happening/events/us-market-entry-program-2020-21
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For further information please contact: 

Rebecca George – Wine Australia 

Global Marketing Communications Manager  

Phone: +61 437 902 648 

Email: Rebecca.george@wineaustralia.com 

Twitter: @Wine_Australia 

Instagram: @WineAustralia 

Facebook: WineAustralia 

Website: www.wineaustralia.com 

 

About Wine Australia 
Wine Australia supports a competitive wine sector by investing in research, development and extension (RD&E), growing domestic and 
international markets, protecting the reputation of Australian wine and administering the Export and Regional Wine Support Package. 
Wine Australia is an Australian Commonwealth Government statutory authority, established under the Wine Australia Act 2013, and 
funded by grape growers and winemakers through levies and user-pays charges and the Australian Government, which provides 
matching funding for RD&E investments. 

https://twitter.com/wine_australia
https://www.facebook.com/WineAustralia
http://www.wineaustralia.com/

