
                

 

   

 

 

Media release 

27 September 2017  

Australia’s wonder women of wine take London by storm  
 
Nearly 60 of Australia’s top wonder women of wine gathered yesterday, Tuesday 26 September, in the 
building that featured in this year’s blockbuster film Wonder Woman, to take part in Wine Australia’s Women 
in Wine event. 
 
The Women in Wine event, held at Australia House in London on 26 September, was the world’s largest 
gathering of Australian female winemakers and winery owners. This unique event – which incorporated the 
announcement of the winners of the Australian Women in Wine Awards 2017 - was the first of its kind, 
celebrating women in wine whilst showcasing the quality and diversity of Australian wine.    
 
The day’s activities kicked off with the Australian Women in Wine Awards 2017, and it was the first time that 
the awards have been announced outside Australia. Six of the nine winners accepted their award in person, 
which included Virginia Willcock of Vasse Felix (Winemaker of the Year), Sue Hodder of Wynns (Woman of 
Inspiration) and wine writer Sarah Ahmed who was named Honorary Australian Woman in Wine in the UK.   
 
The event gave the UK wine trade and the public the opportunity to meet Australia’s most prominent women 
in wine, hear their stories and taste a diverse selection of Australian wine. Across the day, over 300 guests 
attended and tasted through a range of nearly 300 wines from 18 regions across Australia. 
 
A trade tasting took place after the awards, where the Australian winemakers presented their wines to UK 
media and trade, including buyers, sommeliers and educators, then a seminar on women's roles over the last 
ten years in the UK wine trade. In the evening, Wine Australia hosted a sold-out consumer tasting, held in 
partnership with Women in the City, a networking group for professional women in London.  
 
 
Jane Thomson, Founder of the Australian Women in Wine Awards, who hosted the awards ceremony, 
said: 
 
“This is a pivotal day in Australia’s proud wine history. We not only recognised the depth and breadth of 
female talent in our own wine community, we did so on a global stage and showed the world that Australia 
values and champions the many and varied roles of women in wine.” 
 
 
Brian Walsh, Chair of Wine Australia, who travelled from Australia to attend the event, said:   
 
“We’re thrilled that such a strong group of women flew over to London to represent Australian fine wine in this 
all-important market. The awards highlighted the stellar contributions of women across the entire Australian 
wine community and the tastings demonstrated the excitement and diversity of contemporary Australian fine 
wine. We hope it has inspired more women to join the wine sector and enticed more people to discover and 
enjoy fine Australian wine.” 
 
 
Jancis Robinson MW, wine writer of JancisRobinson.com and The Financial Times, said  
 
“Having long championed the cause of women in the wine industry, the whole team at JancisRobinson.com 
was very keen to do our bit and get involved in this unique Women in Wine event. It was an honour to present 
the Owner / Operator of the Year Award to Sarah Collingwood at Four Winds Vineyard and I enjoyed catching 
up with the winemakers and tasting their current releases.” 
 
 
 
 



                

 

   

 

 

 
 
Sarah Ahmed, UK wine writer, said: 
 
“It's a real privilege to be recognised as an Honorary Australian Woman in Wine and stand on stage alongside 
these wine superstars. I've been an Aussie wine enthusiast since joining the trade in 2000. Nearly 20 years 
on and the excitement is still there, there's always something new to discover and more stories to share. 
Australian wine - and the industry - is becoming even more diverse, innovative and forward-thinking, and I'm 
proud and grateful to be part of this celebration.” 
 
 
Diane Miller, winemaker at Bellarmine Wines, said: 
 
“This was the first tasting we’ve ever done in London and all our wines are new to the market, so it was a 
fantastic opportunity to meet the UK trade and introduce them to our wines.” 
 
 
 
To view the 2017 awards ceremony and for the list of winners, please see: 
http://womeninwineawards.com.au/ 
 
For more information about Wine Australia’s Women in Wine event, please see: 
https://www.wineaustralia.com/whats-happening/events/women-in-wine  
 
For photos from the Women in Wine event, please see: 
http://bit.ly/2xEe2zx 
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For media enquiries please contact: 

Emma Baumann  
PR and Communications Manager, Wine Australia 
Phone: +44 (0)207 438 4669   Mobile: +44 (0)759 083 4514 
Email: emma.baumann@wineaustralia.com  
 
 
About Wine Australia 
 
Wine Australia supports a competitive wine sector by investing in research, development and extension 
(RD&E), growing domestic and international markets and protecting the reputation of Australian wine. 
 
Wine Australia is funded by grape growers and winemakers through levies and user-pays charges and the 
Australian Government, which provides matching funding for RD&E investments. 
 
Wine Australia is the trading name of the Australian Grape and Wine Authority, a Commonwealth statutory 
authority established under the Australian Grape and Wine Authority Act 2013. 
 
Twitter:   @Wine_Australia    
Facebook:  WineAustralia     
Instagram:  @WineAustralia 
Website:  www.wineaustralia.com 
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About the Australian Women in Wine Awards (AWIWA) 
 
The Australian Women in Wine Awards – which are owned and operated by The Fabulous Ladies’ Wine 
Society - work to celebrate and reward the work of women in the Australian wine community, and community 
leaders who champion equality and fairness for all sexes in the workplace.  
The AWIWA, set up in 2015, are the world’s only awards programme for women in wine. 
 
The Awards’ Gold Partners for 2017 are Fowles Wine, Wine Business Magazine, Pernod-Ricard Winemakers 
and Tonnelliere Saint Martin. 
 
The 2017 awards ceremony was streamed live around the world. More than a dozen official viewing events 
were registered in wine regions and cities across Australia, from Margaret River to Melbourne. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


