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Alternative varieties in the spotlight at Australian tasting  
 

Wine Australia UK is inviting the trade to register for their largest free-pour tasting of the year, which 
will focus on alternative varieties, to discover the history and evolution of Australian wine.  
 
Alternative varieties arrived on the scene in Australia in the 1980s, but the last two decades have 
seen a surge in interest. Winemakers are experimenting and challenging convention; they are 
seeking varieties to better suit the terroir and some are reconnecting with their European heritage.  
 
With 65 different wine regions and thanks to pioneering winemakers, Australia offers a diverse 
range of grape varieties and styles.  

Alternative varieties only account for 4.5 per cent of Australia’s wine producing vineyard area, 
however they have caught the attention of the trade. Recent headlines include “Are alternative 
varieties the future of Australian wine?”, “Australia breaks new ground with Italian and alternative 
styles” and “Price the issue for Australia’s alternative varieties”. Exports are also on the rise, with 
Touriga Nacional (up 575%), Fiano (up 273%) and Vermentino (up 185%) showing strong export 
growth to Europe last year. 

This event provides an opportunity for the trade to learn more about alternative varieties, taste their 
unique expression in Australia and discover if this trend is set to continue. 
 
The tasting will feature over 120 wines from 50 producers including Alpha Box & Dice, Chalmers, 
d'Arenberg, Dal Zotto, Larry Cherubino and Lethbridge. Guests can explore Mediterranean varieties 
such as Arneis, Friulano, Dolcetto and Tempranillo as well as more unusual varieties like Assyrtiko, 
Sagrantino, Taminga and Teroldego. The line-up will also include Saperavi, a rare Georgian variety 
made by less than 20 Australian producers. 
 
Wines on show are from producers already in distribution as well as those not yet in the UK market, 
and RRPs range from £5.99 upwards. 
 
 
Laura Jewell MW, Wine Australia Head of Market EMEA, says: 
 
“Alternative varieties are part of Australia’s exciting story of evolution. Over the last two decades, 
producers have gained a better understanding of how these varieties suit the terroir and as vines 
get older, we’re seeing wines with a strong focus on freshness, balance and regional distinction.” 
  
 
The Alternative Varieties Tasting takes place on Wednesday 28 June 2017 at Australia House, The 
Strand, London. Registration is open for the trade here:  www.bit.ly/AVT2017 
 
 
 
 

[Ends] 

http://www.bit.ly/AVT2017


                

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

For media enquiries please contact: 
Emma Baumann  
PR and Communications Manager, Wine Australia 
Phone: +44 (0)207 438 4669   
Mobile: +44 (0)759 083 4514 
Email: emma.baumann@wineaustralia.com  
 
 
About Wine Australia 
 
Wine Australia supports a competitive wine sector by investing in research, development and extension 
(RD&E), growing domestic and international markets and protecting the reputation of Australian wine. 
 
Wine Australia is funded by grape growers and winemakers through levies and user-pays charges and the 
Australian Government, which provides matching funding for RD&E investments. 
 
Wine Australia is the trading name of the Australian Grape and Wine Authority, a Commonwealth statutory 
authority established under the Australian Grape and Wine Authority Act 2013. 
 
Twitter:   @Wine_Australia 
Instagram:  @WineAustralia 
Facebook:  WineAustralia 
Website:  www.wineaustralia.com 
 
 
Alternative Varieties  

The four most widely planted grape varieties in Australia are Shiraz, Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Merlot and between them they account for almost 70% of the total area under vine. However, in the last 
twenty years, there has been steady growth of plantings of other, less well-known varieties, particularly from 
Italy, Spain and Portugal. 

Australia’s emerging varieties which saw the biggest growth in exports to Europe in 2016 are Touriga 
Nacional (up 575%), Fiano (up 273%), Vermentino (up 185%) and Sangiovese (up 83%). 

Alternative varieties are talk of the trade. Some recent articles: 

 Halliday’s Wine Companion: Are alternative varieties the future of Australian wine?  
http://www.winecompanion.com.au/news/news-articles/2016/january/whats-next 
 

 The Buyer: Australia breaks new ground with Italian and alternative styles  
http://www.the-buyer.net/insight/italian-and-mediterranean-wine-styles-are-helping-to-drive-premium-
australia/ 
 

 Harpers: Spain and Italy getting more bang for their 1% buck  
http://www.harpers.co.uk/news/fullstory.php/aid/21384/ADT_2017:_Spain_and_Italy_getting_more_b
ang_for_their_1_25_buck.html 
 

 Imbibe: Price the issue for Australia’s ‘alternative varieties’ 
http://imbibe.com/news-articles/wines/price-issue-australias-alternative-varieties/ 

The Alternative Varieties Tasting takes place on Wednesday 28 June 2017 (11:30am – 5pm) at Australia 
House, The Strand, London, WC2B 4LA.  Australia House is a government building and due to security 
requirements, registration is essential. Guests need to bring official photo ID and a copy of the invitation for 
entry. 
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